Commentary on Epiphanius’ Refutation of the Gospel of Marcion

Marcion’s Gospel Contradicts his Theology

Epiphanius: “He rejects the resurrection of the flesh, like many of the sects. Resurrection, life, and salvation belong to the soul only…”

Marcion: “Why are you disturbed? See my hands and my feet, because a spirit does not have bones as you see I have.”

Luke 24:38: “But he said, 'Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts stirring in your hearts? See by my hands and my feet that it is I myself. Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.”

Source: B/Proto-Mark B

Commentary: Either Marcion found no problem adding a verse about physical resurrection that ran counter to his own theology or Epiphanius’ version of the Gospel of Marcion had canonical material edited into the gospel even before it was ultimately rejected by the later orthodoxy (similar to how the Cross Gospel had canonical material added to make it the Gospel of Peter but was nevertheless eventually rejected). The resurrection is in Jerusalem in B/Proto-Mark B, making Emmaus an ideal area. Sources B and C mention “the Twelve,” making it strange that the resurrection appearance is to the two men on the road to Emmaus rather than to them, and Source A locates the resurrection in Galilee instead.

Conclusion: The Docetic layer of Luke must be even earlier than Epiphanius’ version of the Gospel of Marcion.
***---***

Marcion: “Go show yourself to the priest and make an offering for your purification, as Moses commanded… that it may be a testimony to you” (instead of “them”)

Luke 5:14: He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make the offering for your cleansing just as Moses prescribed, as evidence to them.'

Mark 1:44: “Mind you tell no one anything, but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your cleansing prescribed by Moses as evidence to them.”

Matthew 8:1: “Mind you tell no one, but go and show yourself to the priest and make the offering prescribed by Moses, as evidence to them.”

Egerton: And Jesus said to him: “Go show yourself to the priests and offer concerning the purification as Moses commanded and sin no more [...]”
Source: B

Conclusion: Luke is earlier
Marcion: “The Son of man is master even [kai] of the Sabbath”

Luke 6.5: And he said to them, “The Son of man is master of the Sabbath.”

Mark 2.27: And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath; so the Son of man is master even of the Sabbath.”

Matthew 12.8: “For the Son of man is master of the Sabbath.”

Source: Proto-Mark 

Commentary: It makes more sense that the awkward article was dropped to make it sound normal rather than taking a normal verse and adding an article to make it awkward.

Conclusion: Marcion and Mark are earlier
Marcion: “Judas Iscariot who turned traitor. He came down among them…”

Luke 6.12: “Now it happened in those days that he went onto the mountain to pray; and he spent the whole night in prayer to God. When day came he summoned his disciples and picked out twelve of them… Judas Iscariot who became a traitor. He then came down with them and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples…”

Matt. 5.12: “Seeing the crowds, he went onto the mountain. And when he was seated his disciples came to him…. 

Matt. 8.1: “After he had come down from the mountain large crowds followed him.”

Burkett: “The next passage in the ‘uncertain’ column, Jesus’ choice of the Twelve (Matt 10:1-4), fits into none of the three sequences, again probably because either Mark or Matthew moved this material from its original position in one of the sources. Mark locates this passage in the context of Jesus’ ascent to a mountain: Jesus ascends the mountain (Mark 3:13a), chooses the Twelve (Mark 3:13b-19), and (implicitly after descending) encounters a crowd (Mark 3:20a). Since the first and last elements in this series belong in Sequence C, its seems likely that the middle term, Jesus’choice of the Twelve belong in to the same sequence” (Burkett 75).

Burkett believes the rebuttal to “troubling the woman” and the part where her name would be remembered “wherever the gospel is preached” came from C, and the parts parallel with John 12:7-8 about the anointing his body for entombment and always having the poor with you came from Proto-Mark. “the editor of Proto-Mark A conflated the version from Proto-Mark with the version from C, and this conflated version passed into both Mark and Matthew. Luke presumably knew the Proto-Mark version from Proto-Mark B, but retained only part, which he conflated with an earlier story (Luke 7:36-38)” (Burkett 216).

Appointing the Twelve

Mark 3.:13: He now went up onto the mountain and summoned those he wanted. So they came to him and he appointed twelve; they were to be his companions and to be sent out to proclaim the message, with power to drive out devils…. Judas Iscariot, the man who was to betray him.

Matthew 10.1-5: “He summoned his twelve disciples and agve them authority over unclean spirits with power to drive them out and to cure all kinds of disease and all kinds of illness…. Judas Iscariot, who was also his betrayer. These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows: ‘Do not make your way to gentile territory, and do not enter any Samaritan town; go instead to the lost sheep of Israel.”

Source: Sermon on the Mount: C; Naming of the Twelve: Proto-Mark 

Comments: There are two pieces of evidence that the original story did not include the disciples: Epiphanius’ Gospel of Marcion says that Jesus came down “among” them and that Jesus lifted his eyes, implicitly to the crowd, which makes more sense than looking away from the crowd towards his disciples. If C did not originally have the Naming of the Twelve, then the other possibility is the Sermon on the Mount. This would mean Marcion (or a Marcionite) replaced the Sermon on the Mount with Proto-Mark’s Naming of the Twelve and delayed the Sermon so that he would more sensibly tell it after coming down from the mountain (referred to as the Sermon on the Plain). Since Proto-Mark was more interested in action than long speeches, he ignored C’s Sermon on the Mountain but used the “forgiveness” and “same standard” verses from it in other places. The Sermon appears to have a relation to the earliest version of the Gospel of Thomas 

Conclusion:  Marcion is earlier.

Forgiveness

Matthew 6.14-15: “Yes, if you forgive others their failings, your heavenly Father will forgive you yours; but if you do not forgive others, your Father will not forgive your failings either.” 

Mark 11.24-25: “I tell you, therefore, everything you ask and pray for, believe that you have it already, and it will be yours [Matt. 21.22]. And when you stand in prayer, forgive whatever you have against anybody, so your Father in heaven may forgive your failings too.

Luke 6:37: “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven.”

Comments: Burkett believes Mark moved “forgiveness,” but Matthew and Luke preserve the order of the original “Sermon of the Mount.” (Burkett 76) Contrary to Burkett, I believe the sermon comes from C rather than Q since the sermon verses are blessings, not parables as in Q, and unlike Q the sermon has a literary setting since it is on or near a mountain. Burkett places the verse about forgiveness after the fig tree and says Matthew moved it, but Luke also has a verse about forgiveness that’s closer in content to Matthew’s version. Since Proto-Mark puts the verse in a different context (being about prayer), and we already know that Mark edited the fig tree story to make it sandwich the Temple sighting in Jerusalem, it makes more sense for Proto-Mark to append it to his story rather than Matthew and Luke both moving it to their respective sermons.

Conclusion: Matthew and Marcion are earlier than Proto-Mark. The “forgiveness” used by them but mostly ignored by Proto-Mark is part of the “Sermon on the Mount” from C.

Bread, Seek, Snake Egg vs. Ask, Seek, Knock

Comments: Marcion used C’s verse, which only had “seek” proverb sandwiched between two parables about asking and receving. Matthew and Luke used Q, which had “ask, seek, knock…” collected as a group. In the Gospel of Thomas, the elaborated-on “ask” and “knock” proverbs surrounds the “pearl to swine” proverb, from 7:6, insinuating that it is part of the same Q cluster.

Conclusion: Marcion used C while Matthew and Luke conflated it with Q.
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Above: Proto-Mark elects not to use the Sermon on the Mount from the C source but instead uses the mountain scene to have Jesus elect the Twelve and then moves the “forgiveness” and “same standard” verses to other parts of his gospel. The sermon was probably a separate source before C since parts of it can be found in Thomas and the Egerton gospel.

John the Baptist

Marcion: He is about whom it was written: Behold, I send my messenger before you.

Luke 7:27: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send m messenger in front of you to prepare your way before you. In truth I tell you, of all the children born to women, there has never been anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.

Matthew 11:9-11: he is the one of whom scipture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger in front of you to prepare your way before you. In truth I tell you, of all the children born to women, there has never been anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.

Thomas: 46:1-2: From Adam to John the Baptist, among those born of woman, no one is so much greater than John the Baptist that his eyes should not be averted. But I have said that whoever among you becomes a child will recognize the imperial rule and will become greater than John.

Source: Q

Conclusion:  Luke is earlier.

Bethany Woman with Oil vs. Crying Woman at Simon the Leper’s

Mark 14:3-9: He was at Bethany in the house of Simon, a man who had suffered from a virulent skin-disease; he was at table when a woman came in with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the ointment on his head. 

Matthew 26:6-13: Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon, a man who had suffered from a virulent skin-disease, when a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive ointment, and poured it on his head as he was at table. 

Marcion: And entering the Pharisee’s house, he reclined. But the woman who was a sinner [had a bad name in town], standing behind by his feet, washed his feet with her tears, and wiped and kissed them. 

Luke 7:36-50: When he arrived at the Pharisee's house and took his place at table, suddenly a woman came in, who had a bad name in the town. She had heard he was dining with the Pharisee and had brought with her an alabaster jar of ointment. She waited behind him at his feet, weeping, and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them away with her hair; then she covered his feet with kisses and anointed them with the ointment. 

John 12:1-8: They gave a dinner for him there; Martha waited on them and Lazarus was among those at table. Mary brought in a pound of very costly ointment, pure nard, and with it anointed the feet of Jesus, wiping them with her hair; the house was filled with the scent of the ointment. 

Source: Marcion, Proto-Mark

Conclusion: Marcion is earlier. Luke combined Marcion’s story of a woman crying and kissing Jesus’ feet with Proto-Mark’s story of a woman from Bethany who anoints him with the oil from the alabaster jar, making them the same woman, but she anoints his feet instead of his head.

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

Marcion: He was told, 'Your mother and brothers are standing outside and want to see you.' But he said in answer, 'My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and put it into practice.'

Thomas 99: The disciples said to him, ‘Your brothers and your mother are standing outside.’ He said to them, "Those here who do what my Father wants are my brothers and my mother. They are the ones who will enter my Father's kingdom."

Luke 8:19-21: His mother and his brothers came looking for him, but they could not get to him because of the crowd. He was told, 'Your mother and brothers are standing outside and want to see you.' But he said in answer, 'My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and put it into practice.'

Comments: Marcion matches more closely with Thomas. The introduction may have been added in Proto-Mark B or another source and was then sandwiched around the “house divided cannot stand” parable by Mark.

Source: Proto-Mark / Proto-Mark B

Conclusion: Marcion is earlier.
Everyone Forcing Their Way Into the Kingdom

Marcion: “The law and the prophets are until John, and everyone forces his way into the kingdom.”

Luke 16:16: “Up to the time of John it was the Law and the Prophets; from then onwards, the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it.”

Matthew 11:12: “Since John the Baptist came, up to this present time, the kingdom of Heaven has been subjected to violence and the violent are taking it by storm. Because it was towards John that all the prophecies of the prophets and of the Law were leading; and he, if you will believe me, is the Elijah who was to return.”

Source: Q

Conclusion: Marcion is earlier.
Son of Man Must Suffer

Marcion: Saying, “The Son of man must suffer many things and be killed and after three days be raised.”

Luke 9.22: He said, “The Son of man is destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death, and to be raised up on the third day.”

Mark 8.31: Then he began to teach them that the Son of man was destined to suffer grievously, and to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter tried to rebuke him.

Matthew 16.13-20: From then onwards Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death and to be raised up on the third day.

**--**

Luke 9.44: “'For your part, you must have these words constantly in mind: The Son of man is going to be delivered into the power of men.' But they did not understand what he said; it was hidden from them so that they should not see the meaning of it, and they were afraid to ask him about it.”

Mark 9.31: 'The Son of man will be delivered into the power of men; they will put him to death; and three days after he has been put to death he will rise again.'

Matthew 17.22: When they were together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, 'The Son of man is going to be delivered into the power of men; they will put him to death, and on the third day he will be raised up again.”

**--**

Mark 10.33: Now we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man is about to be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the gentiles.

Source: Proto-Mark

Commentary: Burkett says that Proto-mark has Jesus predict his death 3 times to prove that his crucifixion did not preclude him from behind the Messiah (Burkett 160).

Conclusion: Luke is earlier.

Marcion: Think how the flowers grow; they never have to spin or weave; yet, I assure you, not even Solomon in all his royal robes was clothed like one of them. But you must not set your hearts on things to eat and things to drink; nor must you worry. It is the gentiles of this world who set their hearts on all these things. Your Father well knows you need them. No; set your hearts on his kingdom, and these other things will be given you as well.

Luke 12:22-31: That’s why I tell you: don’t fret about your life—what you’re going to eat—or about your body—what you’re going to wear. Remember, there is more to living than gfood and clothing. Think about the crows: they don’t plant or harvest, they don’t have storerooms or barns. Yet God feeds them. You’re worth a lot more than the birds/ Can any of you add an hour to life by fretting about it? So if you can’t do a little thing like that, why worry about the rest? Think how the lilies grow; they don’t slave and they never spin. Yet, let me tell you, not even Solomon at the height of his glory was clothed like one of them. Now if that is how God clothes a flower which is growing wild today and is thrown into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will he look after you, who have so little faith! But you must not set your hearts on things to eat and things to drink; nor must you worry. It is the gentiles of this world who set their hearts on all these things. Your Father well knows you need them. No; set your hearts on his kingdom, and these other things will be given you as well.

Matthew 6:28-30: That is why I tell you: Don’t fret about your life—what you’re going to eat and drink—or about your body—what you’re going to wear. There is more to living than food and clothing, isn’t there? Take a look at the birds in the sky: they don’t plant or harvest, or gather into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. You’re worth more than they, aren’t you? Can any of you add one hour to life by fretting about it? Why worry about your clothes? Notice how the wild lilies grow: they don’t slave and they never spin. Yet let me tell you, even Solomon at the height of his glory was never decked out like one of them. If God dresses up the grass in the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into an oven, won’t [God care for] you even more, you who don’t take anything for granted? So don’t fret. Don’t say, ‘What am I going to eat?’ or ‘What am I going to drink?’ or ‘What am I going to wear?’ These are all things that pagans seek. After all, your heavenly Father is aware you need them. You are to seek [God’s] domain, and his justice first, and all these things will come to you as a bonus. So don’t fret about tomorrow. Let tomorrow fret about itself. The troubles that the day brings are enough.” (partial Scholar’s translation)

Thomas 36:Do not fret, from morning to evening and from evening to morning, [about your food—what you’re going to eat, or about your clothing--] what you are going to wear. [You’re much better than the lilies, which neither card not spin. As for you, when you have no garment, what will you put on? Who might add to your stature? That very one will give you your garment.

Source: Q

Conclusion: Luke is earlier.
Marcion: “Falsified Luke 18:31-33”

Luke 18:31-33: “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of man is to come true. For he will be handed over to the gentiles and will be mocked, maltreated and spat on, and when they have scourged him they will put him to death; and on the third day he will rise again.'

Mark 10:33: 'Now we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man is about to be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the gentiles, who will mock him and spit at him and scourge him and put him to death; and after three days he will rise again.'

Matthew 20:18: “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man is about to be handed over to the chief priests and scribes. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the gentiles to be mocked and scourged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised up again.”

Source: Proto-Mark

Conclusion: Luke is earlier.
Marcion: And coming to a place called ‘Place of the Skull,’ they crucified him and divided his clothing and the sun darkened.

Luke 23:33-34: When they reached the place called The Skull, there they crucified him and the two criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.’ Then they cast lots to share out his clothing…. [44] It was now about the sixth hour and the sun's light failed, so that darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.

Gospel of Peter 10-15: And they brought two wrongdoers and crucified the Lord in the middle of them. But he was silent as having no pain. And when they had set the cross upright, they inscribed that THIS IS THE KING OF ISRAEL. And having put his garments before him, they divided them up and threw as a gamble for them. But a certain one of those wrongdoers reviled them, saying: “We have been made suffer thus because of the wrong that we have done; but this one, having become Savior of men, what injustice had he done to you?” And having become irritated at him, they ordered that there be no leg-breaking, so that he might die tormented. But is was midday, and darkness held fast all Judea; and they were distressed and anxious lest the sun had set, since he was still living. [For] it is written for them: Let not the sun set on one put to death.

Mark 15:22-27: They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means the place of the skull. They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he refused it. Then they crucified him, and shared out his clothing, casting lots to decide what each should get. It was the third hour when they crucified him. The inscription giving the charge against him read, 'The King of the Jews'. And they crucified two bandits with him, one on his right and one on his left... [33] When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.

Matthew 27:33: When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him. Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: 'This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.' Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left…. From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.”

Conclusion: Marcion used a different passion source or Luke is earlier.
Proving Signs influenced Marcionite Luke

Luke 5:1-11: Now it happened that he was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he caught sight of two boats at the water's edge. The fishermen had got out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats -- it was Simon's -- and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, 'Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.' Simon replied, 'Master, we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.' And when they had done this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when these came, they filled both boats to sinking point. When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 'Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.' For he and all his companions were completely awestruck at the catch they had made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, 'Do not be afraid; from now on it is people you will be catching.' Then, bringing their boats back to land they left everything and followed him.

John 21:1-15: Later on, Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said, 'I'm going fishing.' They replied, 'We'll come with you.' They went out and got into the boat but caught nothing that night. When it was already light, there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, 'Haven't you caught anything, friends?' And when they answered, 'No,' he said, 'Throw the net out to starboard and you'll find something.' So they threw the net out and could not haul it in because of the quantity of fish. The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 'It is the Lord.' At these words, 'It is the Lord,' Simon Peter tied his outer garment round him (for he had nothing on) and jumped into the water. The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net with the fish; they were only about a hundred yards from land. As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread there and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. Jesus said, 'Bring some of the fish you have just caught.' Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net ashore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, 'Come and have breakfast.' None of the disciples was bold enough to ask, 'Who are you?'. They knew quite well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish. This was the third time that Jesus revealed himself to the disciples after rising from the dead. When they had eaten, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 'Simon son of John, do you love me more than these others do?' He answered, 'Yes, Lord, you know I love you.' Jesus said to him, 'Feed my lambs.'

Mark 1:16-18: As he was walking along by the Lake of Galilee he saw Simon and Simon's brother Andrew casting a net in the lake -- for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 'Come after me and I will make you into fishers of people.' And at once they left their nets and followed him.

Conclusion: No evidence that John had Luke as a source.
